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FROM TUNNEL ESCAPES TO UNDERGROUND ELEGANCE

The Wine Cellar at Lon's at The Hermosa 
PARADISE VALLEY, Ariz. -- There is a delicious irony to a situation that benefits from tunnel vision. The underground tunnel at Lon's at The Hermosa that once housed many rowdy, yet secretive cowboy celebrations is now home to the only subterranean wine cellar in the Phoenix area and host to some of the Valley’s most creative food and wine pairings.

Lon Megargee was the quintessential cowboy -- a rock-solid romantic peppered with a dash of pragmatism. With a varied resume including bronco buster, stud poker dealer, commercial artist and builder of his beloved, Casa Hermosa, Megargee supplemented his artistic endeavors by capitalizing on the allure of his home, and was soon successfully running it as a guest ranch. 
While most of the activities were legal during the restrictive Prohibition era, the sheriff made several unannounced visits hoping to break up reported gambling sessions. His efforts were futile, as Megargee had the foresight, pluck and persistence to have created tunnels from the main house to the stables, allowing guests to disappear into the desert, when the occasion required.

Fred and Jennifer Unger were similar visionaries when they purchased the fire-ravaged property in 1992, vowing to revive it to its original splendor. Passionate about 
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salvaging as much of the original structure as possible, the adobe walls of the main building, charred ceiling beams and original ironwork were meticulously restored and reintegrated into the authentically renovated adobe ranch house. Artwork of Megargee and the essence of the American cowboy era soon filled the hotel.

In 2002, the Ungers decided to add much-needed meeting space to allow the hotel to reach its full potential. Plans for the boardroom and library were drafted, and the desire to offer a venue to accumulate and store Lon's at The Hermosa Inn's impressive wine inventory became a recurring theme.
According to Unger, “Since there was no place to build out and the city wouldn’t allow us to build up, we asked ourselves, ‘What could we build down below’?” 

Inspired by vintage photographs of the legendary tunnels, an underground Wine Cellar became an obvious, yet challenging solution. Stubborn soil composition was the initial roadblock as two steam shovels dug for 30 days to excavate 20 feet. At the same time, different variations of stone walls were built in the adjoining parking lot in pursuit of the most faithful reflection of the era. The end result is a bounty of interesting features and stories. 

· “Our desire was to make it special by recreating a look that was 60 years old, so we searched for real steel nails and wood planks from antique European carts and wagons to produce a rustic and weathered floor,” described Unger.

· Reclaimed Chicago brick, recycled wood beams from 18th century West Coast bridges, and antique hacienda and church doors from Mexico were integrated into the design, resulting in a dramatic and handsome venue.

· Equally intriguing furnishings were acquired, including a 15th century French winery leather table, heavily stained with countless vintages, and an 18th century horse trough from a wealthy chateau stable. 
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Details, details, details
· To allow the room to remain intimate, yet flexible, a massive rugged trestle table was designed to adjust to dinners a deux, seated dinners for 12, or a stand-up reception of up to 25 guests.
· Two separate cooling/heating units were added: one unit to warm the diners in the center of the room, with a second unit to create an air current over the front of the bottles, maintaining a 55-63 degree environment.

· More than 1,000 of the 5,000 bottles in the award-winning inventory are displayed in the wine cellar.
· A private elevator and narrow stone stairway provide access to the wine cellar.
· Memorable culinary journeys are customized for dinner parties.

· A sommelier will personalize and orchestrate wine preferences for each event.
With 34 individually decorated guest rooms, The Hermosa Inn combines the flavor of an intimate hideaway with the services and amenities of a first-class resort. Painstakingly restored to give guests an authentic sense of Arizona’s Wild West cowboy era, The Hermosa Inn is a historical landmark and an elegant retreat for business and pleasure. 
The Hermosa Inn's heritage can be experienced in Lon's at The Hermosa Inn, one of Phoenix/Scottsdale’s most highly regarded restaurants; the exclusive underground wine cellar; and the rustic, yet luxurious boardroom and library designed specifically for intimate gatherings.
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Located within a serene residential area with dramatic views of Camelback Mountain, The Hermosa Inn provides quick and easy access to the Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, business, sports, shopping and recreational facilities in the Phoenix and Scottsdale areas. 
For more information and reservations, call 800-241-1210 or visit www.hermosainn.com.
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